CULTIVATING NATIVE WISDOM — FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS

THE AMAH MUTSUN RELEARNING PROGRAM

The Amah Mutsun Relearning Program (AMRP) at the UC Santa Cruz Arboretum is
a collaborative effort between the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band (AMTB) and the
Arboretum to assist the Tribe in their efforts of cultural revitalization, recupera-
tion and relearning of dormant cultural knowledge, and environmental justice. This
unique process of relearning combines science, research of Smithsonian ethnog-
rapher John P. Harrington’s interviews with Mutsun elder and tribal matriarch
Ascension Solorzano, and other Mutsun members, in the late 1920s, oral histories
of Amah Mutsun tribal members, and knowledge and information from surround-
ing California Indian tribes with similar cultures.

Tribal youth learn plant identification

The AMRP serves multiple purposes. First it assists in these efforts to relearn indig-
enous knowledge particularly as it pertains to traditional ecological knowledge
(TEK), traditional resource and environmental management (TREM), and the
cthnobotany of California native plants. Our California Native Conservation
Gardens (CNCGQ) provide a place where Tribal members can relearn plant iden-
tification and uses of native plants while incorporating TEK and TREM into the
growing and management of the plants which the Tribe can then sustainably harvest
for cultural practices. Second, the CNCG serves as a research garden where TREM
practices can be tested and the results of this research can be used to inform other
collaborative projects in the area, such as the restoration work at Quiroste Valley
Cultural Preserve and Pinnacles National Park; and to inform land owners and
managers about the best prac-
tices to manage cultural resources
for healthy and resilient ecosys-
tems. Third, the AMRP will
use interpretation and events
to educate UCSC students and
students of all ages, and the
general public about the impor-
tance of indigenous cultures and
their knowledge, the history
and contemporary issues of the
AMTB, cthnobotany, TEK and
TREM, and California Indian
lifeways — and how these relate to contemporary efforts to restore degraded land-
scapes in California. Finally, the AMRP collaborates with the Amah Mutsun Land
Trust (AMLT) and our project partners who work as allies and in solidarity with
the AMTB in their efforts to restore and conserve indigenous cultural and natu-
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ral resources within their traditional territories, steward their lands and waters,
research TEK, and educate their tribal membership and the broader public.
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While the groundwork has been laid for the Relearning Program
to become a reality, there is still much to be done. Working from
a comprehensive plant list provided by the Amah Mutsun, plants
are being identified in the Arboretum’s existing collections and
collected in wild habitats. Infrastructure for the CNCG such as
irrigation lines, pathways for visitors, and deer fencing need to
be installed as a foundation for further development. Interpre-
tation and educational events are being considered as methods
for sharing these resources with generations to come. Funding
for all efforts of the Relearning Program is being sought from
public and private donors, and grant opportunities. Without the
involvement of the greater community, this inclusive and unique
program cannot thrive to its fullest potential as a resurgence of
cultural knowledge and ecological awareness.

“A loss of species is a loss of culture.”

Valentin Lopez,
Chairman, Amah Mutsun Tribal Band
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Theresearch and educational value of this program are immense in
terms of recuperating dormant cultural knowledge, incorporating
TEK into contemporary land management practices, and future
collaborative efforts in conservation and preservation. Please join
us in supporting the Amah Mutsun Relearning Program at the
UC Santa Cruz Arboretum today!

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of all of our
future generations — the people, the plants, the earth.
Join us in creating the Amah Mutsun Relearning Program at
the UCSC Arboretum today!
Make a Donation. Visit the Arboretum’s online donation form
(arboretum.ucsc.edu/donate) and in the box that says “Notes
or Special Instructions for your Gift” specify that your donation
is for the Amah Mutsun Relearning Program.
The AMRP is stewarded by Rick Flores, Curator of the California
Native Plant Collection, Associate of the Amah Mutsun Land
Trust, and Ph.D. student in the Environmental Studies Depart-
ment at UCSC.

Contact us via email: rflores@ucsc.edu

http://arboretum.ucsc.edu/education/relearning-project
http://amahmutsun.org/



